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Resolution 
Northeast Florida Regional Council 

 
2009-05 

 
Requesting  

 
GOVERNOR CRIST AND FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY KOPELOUSOS PRIORITIZE 
THE INTERCITY RAIL COMPONENT OF THE FEC CORRIDOR 

PROJECT (FROM JACKSONVILLE TO MIAMI) AS PART OF 
THE FEDERAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE FOR THE 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
 
WHEREAS, the FEC corridor was historically operated as a passenger rail line along Florida’s East 
Coast, traversing or providing rail connections to urban areas in Northeast Florida; and  
 
WHEREAS, Florida’s East Coast historically developed around train stations along the FEC railroad; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, local governments and the private sector along Florida’s East Coast are currently 
implementing programs to redevelop historic downtowns built around train stations; and 
 
WHEREAS, improved mobility is highly desired in Northeast Florida and throughout the State of 
Florida; and  
 
WHEREAS, transit, including rail transit, is a key component of improved mobility, especially between 
cities and throughout the Florida’s East Coast; and  
 
WHEREAS, the 2006 Florida Rail Plan identifies passenger transit along the FEC corridor as a 
potential “Coastal Route” for new passenger rail service in the State of Florida; and 
 
WHEREAS, Amtrak is well-suited to provide passenger rail service along Florida’s East Coast; and 
 
WHEREAS, the reintroduction of Amtrak service along Florida’s East Coast would provide near-term 
jobs and economic stimulus for Florida’s residents and businesses; and  
 
 



 

 

Resolution 
Northeast Florida Regional Council 

 
WHEREAS, the Federal Government is seeking appropriate projects for inclusion in the Federal 
economic stimulus package to provide immediate and near-term job opportunities for projects; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Intercity FEC Corridor Project (Jacksonville/Miami) is an appropriate project for 
inclusion by the State of Florida in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, former work by Amtrak and FDOT includes plans for the improvements necessary to initiate 
Amtrak service on the FEC corridor; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The Northeast Florida Regional Council requests the assistance of Governor Crist and FDOT Secretary 
Kopelousos to prioritize the Amtrak/FEC Corridor Project (from Jacksonville to Miami) as part of the 
Federal economic stimulus package for the State of Florida. 
 
Adopted by the Northeast Florida Regional Council in a regular meeting assembled in the City of 
Jacksonville, this second day of July 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Honorable Michael H. Boyle 

President 
 
 

Brian D. Teeple 
CEO 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
July 2, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Charlie Crist, Governor 
State of Florida, The Capitol 
400 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 
 
Ms. Stephanie Kopelousos 
Secretary of Transportation 
Florida Department of Transportation 
605 Suwannee Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0450 
 
Subject: Resolution Supporting the Inclusion of the Intercity Rail Component of the 

Florida East Coast (FEC) Corridor Project as part of Florida’s Economic 
Stimulus Plan 

 
Dear Governor Crist and Secretary Kopelousos: 
 
Please find Resolution 09-04 adopted by the Northeast Florida Regional Council on July 
2, 2009.  The resolution requests that you include the Intercity Rail Component of the 
FEC Corridor Project (from Jacksonville to Miami) as part of the Federal economic 
stimulus package for the State of Florida.  The project includes train track and local train 
station improvements necessary to get Amtrak passenger service on the FEC rail line 
serving the entire East Coast of Florida. 
 
With American’s taking 10.7 billion trips on mass transit last year, the highest level since 
1952, the time is right for this project.  The introduction of Amtrak service along 
Florida’s East Coast will provide near-term jobs and economic stimulus for Florida’s 
workforce and businesses.  The project falls into the category of “fix-it-first” and ready to 
go.  It is “green” and improves mass transit/mobility options, which should contribute to 
a reduction in Florida’s overall greenhouse gas emissions and VMT number.  At an 
estimated $100 million, the 326-mile rail and station improvement project is also a 
bargain – around $300,000 per mile, as opposed to most rail projects that come in at the 
$5-10 million per mile range. 
 
 

 



 

 

The Honorable Charlie Crist 
Ms. Stephanie Kopelousos 
July 2, 2009 
Page 2 
 
 
Please consider the Northeast Florida Regional Council’s request and include this project 
in Florida’s Economic Stimulus proposal for American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan 
dollars. 
 
Sincerely, 
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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 
Date:  June 23, 2009 
 
To:  Northeast Florida Regional Council Board of Directors 

From:  Brian D. Teeple, Chief Executive Officer  
 
Re:  Florida 75% Recycling Goal 
 

 
 

The Energy, Climate Change, and Economic Security Act of 2008 (House Bill 7135) 
signed into law by Governor Crist created Section 403.7032, Florida Statutes (Attached). 
This establishes a new statewide recycling goal of 75% to be achieved by the year 2020. 
Also, the statute directs the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to develop a 
program designed to achieve this goal and submit it to the Legislature for approval by 
January 1, 2010.  
 
DEP will be holding a Public Meeting on August 4, 2009 at the Orlando City Hall Council 
Chambers from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm (Agenda Attached).  The process to develop the 
required implementation program can be tracked by going to: 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/recyclinggoal75/ 

DEP has announced that a draft of the program will be posted to this site no later than 
July 21, 2009. 
 
Council staff will be monitoring this process and will provide periodic updates.  If you 
have any questions or need additional information please let me know. 

 

 
 








